2.4.4 Special Pedestrian areas

Most pedestrian routes need little more than standard sidewalk and cross-walk
treatments described above. Three areas and two routes have been identified for
special treatment.

2.4.4a School Areas
Federal, state and local policies place special emphasis on providing “Safe Routes
to School.” Engineering, enforcement and education are pieces of a
comprehensive program to reduce injuries and increase activity levels among
school children by ensuring they can walk to and from school safely. When
students walk, trips by auto are avoided, thereby reducing peak period traffic and
congestion. Ellensburg School Districts Walk Route Plans are shown in Figure 20.

/R’ecommendation 2.4.4a: Provide safe routes to school.

1. Place a priority on ensuring safe walking infrastructure on
routes identified in the Ellensburg School Districts Walk Route
Plan.

2. Work with the Ellensburg School District to enhance walking
conditions to provide access from neighborhood not currently
served by safe routes.

3. Continue periodic targeted enforcement of traffic laws in

school zones.

Figure 20.1 Lincoln Elementary School Walk Route map
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Figure 20.3 Valley View Elementary School Walk Route Map

Figure 20.4 Morgan Middle School Walk Route Map
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Figure 20.5 Ellensburg High School Walk Route Map

2.4.4b Central Washington University
The Central Washington University campus is primarily nonmotorized with most
parking lots on the periphery and service vehicles only on the malls. The malls
are wide and carry very high levels of pedestrian and bicycle traffic throughout the
day. Students and staff are encouraged to leave cars at home to reduce parking
requirements. The City limits parking in surrounding neighborhoods to residents
and their guests by enforcing a Residential Parking Zone (EMC 8.54). Many
people walk through the neighborhoods surrounding the University on their way to
work and classes, so it is particularly important to maintain a complete pedestrian
and biking network within a 30 minute radius of campus.

fRecommendation 2.4.4b: Provide safe walking and biking routes to
Central Washington University campus.
1. Work with CWU to establish walking routes within 1.5 miles
from campus.
2. Work with CWU to establish biking routes within 6 miles from
campus.
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