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15.250.030 Design review – Type II review process.  

A. Purpose.  

1. To promote the public health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens of the city; 

2. To recognize that land use regulations aimed at the orderliness of community growth, the protection and 
enhancement of property values, the minimization of discordant and unsightly surroundings, the avoidance of 
inappropriateness and poor quality of design and other environmental and aesthetic objectives provide not only for 
the health, safety and general welfare of the citizens, but also for their comfort and prosperity and the beauty and 
balance of the community, and as such, are the proper and necessary concerns of local government; 

3. To increase awareness of design considerations among the citizens of Ellensburg; and 

4. To create a review process that balances flexibility and predictability for applicants, staff, public officials, and 
community members. 

B. Minor and major project design review.   

1. Exterior modifications to any property that is on the landmarks register are reviewed for applicable design review by 
the landmarks and design commission pursuant to ECC 15.280.090.   

2. For all non-landmark register properties, exterior modifications and new construction are subject to both major and 
minor design review, as defined in ECC 15.130.040, and are reviewed for conformance with applicable land use and 
zoning provisions in ECC Article 3, applicable community design provisions in Article 4, and applicable project design 
provisions in ECC Article 5, plus other applicable provisions set forth in the LDC.   

3. The director shall have the authority to determine if a minor exterior modification to a non-landmark register 
property is not significant, and therefore does not require design review, based on factors such as the scope, location, 
context and visibility of the change or modification.  The director may determine that design review is not required 
for such minor exterior modifications including, but not limited to: repainting structures to similar colors; relocating, 
modifying or adding mechanical equipment; reorganization of portions of parking lots involving less than 5 spaces; 
modifications to locations of existing lighting; or minor changes to existing approved landscaping, provided that cost 
of work does not exceed 15 percent of the structure’s current Kittitas County assessed value as of the time the initial 
application for the work is submitted.  

If there is no current Kittitas County assessed value for a structure, a current appraisal of the structure, which shall be 
provided by the applicant and acceptable to the director, shall be used as the value point of reference for the structure.  

C. Procedures.  Minor and major design review projects are subject to the Type II review process as set forth in ECC Chapter 
15.210. 

1. Major design review projects require a pre-application meeting (see ECC 15.220.010); and 

2. Projects on landmark register properties which include one or more departure requests, require a review and 
approval by the landmarks and design commission through a Type II review process as set forth in Table 
15.210.050(B).   

3. Projects not on landmark register properties which include one or more departure requests, require a review and 
approval by the director through a Type II review process as set forth in Table 15.210.050(B).   

D. Decision criteria.  Decision criteria for minor and major design review projects are set forth in Articles 3-5 of this title.   
 


