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August 28, 2013

Dear Council Members,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed new sign code. The Kittitas County chamber
of Commerce as well as several businesses in Ellensburg have concerns that the proposed new code will
be detrimental to business and feel that the propoesed sign code is unacceptable. Furthermore many of

our businesses would end up with nonconforming sign whether they have a pole or monument sign.
Our primary concerns are outlined below.

1. Pole signs. in the new code pole signs are no longer aliowed as a permitied use unless they are within
a half mile of the interstate. We feel that there is an appropriate place and use of pole signs throughout
the city. A majority of businesses in Ellensburg use their signs as one of their primary forms of marketing
and have invested thousands of dollars in them. There are business owners who choose their specific
location and paid a premium for the site based on its location and the ability to install a pole sign. Many
of these signs are used to convey marketing messages as well as infermation about our community
festivals and events. Safety is also an issue for some of our businesses on our main arterials that have
shallow customer parking lots due to their set back from the street. If monument signs were installed it
would remove parking and reduce visibility for customers as they leave the parking lot. Examples of this
would be at Ellensburg Agate and Bead or Rodeo City BBO.

2. Electronic signs. We feel that the size of electronic signs should be increased to at |east 10 square
feet. This would allow a business to guickly and efficiently change their message. Most of these
businesses with reader boards are asked to put community information on them and this would allow
them to accommodate that request and still be able to market their business.

3. Sign size. The pfbposed sizes and heights for signs in the new code are too small and when coupled
with some of the landscaping reguirements it would render the signs useless. { drove around and
measured several monument signs and found thatall of the ones { measured would be out of

compliance with the new code. An example of a good moenument sign that would be out of compliance
is the sign for Valley Vision.

in closing | would like to ask the Council to remove section 15.560 signage from the proposed new codes
and work with a group of business and property owners to craft a sign code that will work for bath the
City and businesses located in the City.

Respectfully,

Kittitas County Chamber of Commerce

609 N. Main St. | Ellensburg, WA 98926 | Office: 509-925-2002 | Toll Free: 888-325-2204 | Fax: 509-962-6148
info@kittitascountychamber.com | -www.Kttitascoiuntychamber.com
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Dear Council Members,

Thank you for your consideration and direction given to staff regarding the terminology used in the
designation of areas in our flood plain and flood ways. As you are aware the designation “frequently
flooded” is viewed much differently than being in a 50, 100or 500 year flood plan or flood way.
According to the County FIRM maps we have a Jarge amount of industrial land that fies in the 100 year
flood plain including the City’s property-on Dolarway, Although these properties will still fall under the
critical areas review the terminology thatis used to designate these areas is important t¢ consider. Since
we are on the valley floor when | am conducting a site visit or assisting a prospective business with
available sites one of their first questions is if the property floods and what designation it has. In most
cases, if you teil them the AQ designation and that the property is in 2 100 year flood plain, they are ok
with that. They understand that the building will have to be elevated to the proper height and that this
in turn will solve the potential for flooding.

Respectfuily,

Kittitas County Cha of Commerce
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