












 



 





























































 
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



 







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






































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

























Houghton/#23-151 
Sewall Wetland Consulting, Inc. 

December 19, 2023 
Page 5 

 
  

 

























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












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



























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






































Houghton/#23-151 
Sewall Wetland Consulting, Inc. 

December 19, 2023 
Page 9 

 
  

 














































































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























 











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
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
















6.Wetland buffer width averaging. The director may allow modification of the standard 
wetland buffer width in accordance with an approved critical area report and the best 
available science on a case-by-case basis by averaging buffer widths. Averaging of 
buffer widths may only be allowed where a qualified professional wetland scientist 
demonstrates that: 

a. It will not reduce wetland functions or functional performance; 









b. The wetland contains variations in sensitivity due to existing physical characteristics 
or the character of the buffer varies in slope, soils, or vegetation, and the wetland would 
benefit from a wider buffer in places and would not be adversely impacted by a narrower 
buffer in other places; 











c. The total area contained in the buffer area after averaging is no less than that which 
would be contained within the standard buffer; and 







d. The buffer width is not reduced to less than 75 percent of the standard width or 35 
feet.  
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


























 



  












































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















































































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