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HISTORIC PRESERVATION: 
THE POWER OF PLACE



• What is a CLG?
• Local historic preservation commission that has 

been "certified" by the National Park 
Service (NPS).

• In WA State, CLGs are administered by the 
Department of Archaeology & Historic 
Preservation.

• Benefits
• Eligible for special grants from the State Historic 

Preservation Office

• Recognition by State and Federal agencies

• Training and assistance opportunities available 
from the State

Certified Local Government (CLG)

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/historicpreservation/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/historicpreservation/index.htm


• Requirements for CLGs
• Enforce legislation for the designation and 

protection of historic properties

• Maintain a qualified historic preservation 
commission

• Survey and inventory local historic 
properties

• Provide for public participation in 
preservation activities

• Perform the responsibilities delegated by 
the State Historic Preservation Office

Certified Local Government (CLG)



Historic Districts of 
Ellensburg
• First Railroad Addition 

Landmark District

• Downtown Historic 

Ellensburg



Historic Downtown
• Placed on National Register of 

Historic Places in 1977

• Local Landmarks District established 
in 2000

• Comprised of the commercial core of 
downtown Ellensburg
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Circa 1980s
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Circa 2013
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Geddis
Building



Today!

Geddis
Building



Then…



And Then…

Circa 2013
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Today!



First Railroad Addition
• Placed on National Register of 

Historic Places in 1987

• Local Landmarks District established 
in 2000

• Platted in 1888



103 W 9th Ave - Past



103 W 9th Ave - Present



108 E. 9th Ave



215 E. 9th Ave – Ramsay House - Past



215 E. 9th Ave- Ramsay House - Present



Then…



And Then…



Now…



• Primary Goals
• Encourage the preservation of Ellensburg 

historic landmarks

• Review proposed changes to Ellensburg 
landmark properties

Landmarks & Design Commission



• Encouraging Preservation
• Encourage conservation of historic resources 

through the register of landmarks and historic 
resources

• Raise community awareness of Ellensburg’s 
history and built environment

• Serve as the city’s primary resource in matters 
of heritage, historic planning, and preservation

Landmarks & Design Commission



• Review changes to landmark 
properties

• ECC 15.280.100
• “No person shall alter, repair, enlarge, newly 

construct, relocate, or demolish any registered 
landmark building, or any structure located on a 
property within a landmark district, nor install any 
exterior sign or mural pursuant to subsection 
(A)(2) of this section, without review by the 
commission and issuance of a COA or a 
demolition permit (ECC 15.280.110).”

• This review shall apply to all exterior features of 
the building visible from a public right-of-way. 
This review applies whether or not a permit from 

the city of Ellensburg is required.

Landmarks & Design Commission



• Historic Preservation Month
• Historic Preservation Awards - Annual 

celebration of historic buildings, historic 
property owners, and preservation 
stewards.

Celebrating Ellensburg



• History Preservation Month

• History Quest Scavenger Hunt

• Scavenger hunt with clues leading 
participants through our historic downtown 
district.

• Developed in partnership with the Kittitas 
County Historical Museum

• Preservation swag awarded to the winners!

Celebrating Ellensburg



• Celebration of local traditions & 
culture

• Preserving Ellensburg’s shared 
story

• Economic Benefits
• Stabilize and improve vitality of 

buildings, neighborhoods, and 
communities

• Strengthen city tourism

Why Historic 
Preservation Matters



• Landmarks & Design Commission Meetings
• 1st & 3rd Tuesday of each month

• Historic Preservation Month Activities
• May of each year

• Ellensburg Downtown Association
• Main Street Program

• Kittitas County Historical Museum

How to Get Involved



Slides will be posted on the City website and a link emailed 
to all registrants.

Thank you! Landmarks & Design Commission Staff Liaison
Chace Pedersen – Associate Planner
email- pedersenc@ellensburgwa.gov
phone- (509) 962-7108
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